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“How many people today llve(n language that is not ~m

that they are forced to serve?
his is the problem of immigrants, and

especially of their children, the problem of minorities,
the problem of a minor literature,

put also @ probleM B a// of us:

how to tear a minor literature away from its own language,
allowing it to challenge the language and

making it follow a sober revolutionary path?”
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Just like the Bnts to rename our country

[ with a P: a letter we don’t have, a sound

our tongues wrestle to say. It’s not Palestlne
like old buddy, old pal, old friend, but Falastin.

e

They d know Arabic is phonetlc if they could
read, but that’s an occupier for you—unwelcome
guest. We have names impossible to mispronounce
& yet they expect the world to say it their Way.

In their new country, my grandparents

give their children “good American names”
impossible to mispronounce by the native-born
of this land. They called their first child, a daughter,

an umma & baba ﬁom Falastin would name their )
child with a letter their mouths refused to spe
damned to a lifetime calling her Badnsha

“y‘ “\{?‘"(" " ?l

Onl}’ an American would do that " |

........

- | Note: Shunnarah is pronounced shuh-nahréruh'and the Arablc _
2 transliteration of Mahdy Shunnafah is o.)‘-uu (S @ FTR T
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My mother's tongue is a stubborn but beautiful dancer

Refuses to wrap itself around English words, [
so the strong Arab accent sits heavily in her mouth when\ she speaks.

Fifteen years Iater all six of her children speak English
Whlch sounds like a dream come true :

- e

Until we learnt the cost of adopting a home that does not accept us.

That the only colours we know, are those of red, white and blue.
e o S e

How this part of the world has a good way of stmmngyou
Makmg you forget your own skin, so much so,

W-& PRI R

5

7 j you don't even recogmse your own reflection anymore.

- T : . Y o ._.. - -

" o it et o i sl

Our lguage was to be deported so that we would forget where we came from.

But I guess I should be ashamed of myself
Because I can rant all day about how tyranny turned my country 1nto turmoil

I can tell you which areas were affected the most.
| How most families now live under the poverty line [SAEEEE———

: T N SR SR
RS A L AT s Y
' .~A‘ .\.’.,.‘. '.' : ¥ . ‘~ ‘ .
But I wasn't there. \=-

~ | Iwasn'tthere tosee 1he first drone fall e T N
AT e T a\,nymd;:érﬂ‘ M’»‘ifé ""33_,4» {;rﬁ“.q ) . e

-, ( -.mi .’-( “ 42 :
ot }‘3 R PRI
e 4 d“ Y=L

I can't tell you what it's like not to leave your house out of constant fear

- But these are the 81de eﬁ‘ects of nnmlgratlon

,*.f P | To belong nowhere. .
R PR o) e

3 Yestcrday I shed my British passport to pieces =~
| Then found blood on my hands LT s Ty
- | ButamIreally that surprised? |- & il ot G
e or J— Lol G —,tm* rl AR e e s
11 ++ w&;.. Froa N T N S
| Knowmg full well the foundatrons thrs country was bu11t upon f§ e limgaa
I dont know where home is.. =7 T

Nher TS """4 L

- : "‘J."’m‘(‘wva , /-’

I can't put it mto a pfor your snaps and applause
But I can tell you what it's like being a forergner in your own skin.
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